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Alkylphenols (APs) and alkylphenol ethoxylates
(APEOs), NP and NPEO (under the family of AP
and APEOs respectively)are auxiliary chemicals
used in different industries. They are good emulsifi-
ers and wetting agents and thus have been used
widely in different industrial cleaning systems such
as textile and leather processing, pulp and paper
manufacturing, metal working, and agriculture.
They are also used in domestic cleaning agents
and co-formulants in pesticides and biocides.

Since APs & APEOs are non-biodegradable, they
cause severe environmental problems when they
are released to the environment as discharges or
emissions. They are potent endocrine disrupters to
the aquatic environment and can cause feminisa-
tion in male fish. As a result, the fertility or repro-
ductive capability of the fish is reduced and popula-
tions are in danger of decreasing.

SGS can help you to reduce the risks: we have de-
veloped several analytical technicals of NP and
NPEOs characterizations according to 2003/53/EC.
Our high-tech equipments (LC-MS,GC-MS) contrib-
ute to the reliability and precision of our results.
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